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  LLLIIIBBBRRREEETTTTTTOOO      ♫♫♫             
Symphony Village’s Newsletter   
 

November 2011                                                                                                    Vol.VI – No. 11    

MISSION STATEMENT: To enhance the quality of life and promote a harmonious community 

through the timely publication of accurate information about residents, events, and activities in and 

around Symphony Village.  

     WELCOME  

              Victor and Margaret Strano                Randy Officer and Mary E. Colling-Officer 

        718 Harmony Way                                  169 Harmony Way 

 

 

   COMMITTEE REPORTS 

LIFESTYLE UPDATE 
November 

 Ladies Happy Hour:  5:30 p.m., Thursday, November 17   

Bring $5, which provides you with dinner and a beverage. 

 Happy Hour:  6 p.m., Saturday, November 19 - Bring an appetizer or dessert. 

December 

 Happy Hour with Christmas Caroling:  6 p.m. Friday, December 2   

Bring your favorite soup, bread, or dessert. 

 Radio City Music Hall Holiday Show Bus Trip:  Friday, December 2    

Two Tickets are available.  Call Pat Verna at 410-758-0261.                     

 Lifestyle Committee Meeting:  7:15 p.m., Thursday, December 8    

All residents are welcome.  Those interested in joining this Committee 

next year are especially encouraged to attend this meeting. 

 Holiday Party:  6 – 10 p.m., Saturday, December 10 - Catered event, $30 per person          

Hors d'oeuvres, carving station, and assorted desserts.  Sign up in the Activities Book.  

 Happy Hour:  6 p.m., Saturday, December 17 - Bring an appetizer or dessert. 

 New Year‟s Eve Party:  8:30 p.m., Saturday, December 31 - Catered event, $35 per person   

DJ will provide music.  Sign up in the Activities Book. 

January 

 Lifestyle Committee Meeting: 7:15 p.m., Wednesday, January 4  

 All residents are welcome. 

 Happy Hour:  6 p.m., Friday, January 6 - Bring an appetizer or dessert.     

 Movie Night:  7 p.m., Friday, January 20 

  Mexican Fiesta Happy Hour:  6 p.m., Saturday, January 21   

Catered event, $15 per person, DJ will provide music.   

 Sign up in the Activities Book. 

 Ladies Happy Hour:  5:30 p.m., Thursday, January 26   

Bring $5, which provides you with dinner and a beverage. 
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OUTREACH UPDATE  

Food Drive A Success! 
SV Outreach wants to thank 

everyone who participated in 

this year’s food drive for 

contributing a total of 2,095 

items to Social Services.  WE 

EXCEEDED OUR GOAL of 

2,000 and it sure feels 

terrific!  Special thanks to our 

drivers, Dave Peterson and 

Bob Offerman and to our 

―collection homes‖ hosts, Joan 

and Jack Hennessey, Linda 

Blume, Mary and Bob 

Ciesielski, Lloyd and Betty 

McAtee, Carol and Larry 

Hodges, Jim and Carlene Cooke, Scott and Rosemary Page, Sue and Dave Peterson, and BJ 

McClaeb and Geoff Young.  So many families in Centreville will benefit from your generosity!       

-- Loretta Quigley, Event Chair 

    Save The Date:    3rd Annual Card and Game Party - Thursday, January 19 

 

PUBLICATIONS & COMMUNICATIONS UPDATE 
Advertisers 

Please support our advertisers.  At the end of the newsletter you will find their ads.  

The advertisements more than offset the cost of printing the Libretto and other printer expenses. 

Website Help 

Many residents have trouble opening the website, getting on the prayer chain, opening the Daily 

Bulletin, etc.  Please sign up in the Activities Book if you would like someone to come to your 

house to help you do just that.   

All Are Welcome 

Everyone is welcome to attend the P & C meeting on Monday, December 5, at 2 p.m. in the Grand 

Ballroom. 

            TRIVIA QUESTIONS     by Karin Larsen 

1.  Who is the person responsible for making Thanksgiving into a national holiday? 

2.  What is the origin of the word turkey? 

3.  What Indians were invited to the first Thanksgiving feast, and who was their chief? 

4.  Approximately how many turkeys get cooked each year for Thanksgiving in the USA? 

5.  What was the most extraordinary Thanksgiving dinner feast ever celebrated?  

6.  What are male and female turkeys called? 

7.  On average, how long does it take most turkey eggs to hatch?                (Answers on last page.) 
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CLUBS and CLASSES 

BIRD CLUB  

Bird Club 

The Bird Club will travel to Eastern Neck Wildlife Refuge on Saturday, December 10.  

The Refuge’s Open House on that day will feature expert-guided birding walks, 

guided nature walks to parts of the island normally closed to the public, the Federal 

Duck Stamp Art Exhibit, the Maryland Junior Duck Stamp Art Exhibit, a youth 

archery range with certified instructors, complimentary refreshments, children’s 

activities, and more.  The day begins at the Refuge Office/Visitor Contact Station.  

Please sign up in the Activities Book if you will be attending this event.  We’ll 

meet at the Clubhouse parking lot at 8:30 a.m. to carpool.  A full Open House 

schedule will be posted at Eastern Neck NWR.   

Be on the alert for Cedar Waxwings in the neighborhood.  George and Mary 

Drake saw a small flock of them in their ornamental cherry tree this past week.  – Linda Blume 

GAZEBO and VEGETABLE GARDEN CLUBS 
The only activity for October was weeding.  However, as Carol Hodges recommended, we did have 

a meeting on October 27 of all residents interested in the Gazebo Garden.  Eight residents attended. 

In response to our appeal, one new resident, Steve Guy, has volunteered to take over one of the 20 

beds.  A layout of the garden is available at the Clubhouse with spaces for new volunteers to sign 

up.  Check with Nancy Griffith at the Clubhouse.  We still need seven more caretakers.   All plants 

at the Picnic Pavilion planter have been removed, waiting for next year! 

So far no one has volunteered to take over the job of Chief Gardener.  If no one comes forward, the 

Caruso staff will have to come up with a plan. 

As previously reported, the tenant farmer has given us permission to continue our veggie garden but 

with limited space.  The eight residents who will have a plot in 2012 have been notified.  No 

additional plots are available. 

In December, we hope to be able to let you know what the plan for 2012 will be. 

 

READING FOR FUN BOOK CLUB 

The Book Club met in the Clubhouse to discuss the book The Color of Water by James McBride. 

The story revolves around a white Jewish mother, her two black husbands (successively), and her 

12 children, all of whom graduated from college.  She is indeed an amazing woman!  The book, 

which was selected by Ellen Reid, received a rating of 8.3 on a scale of 1 to 10. This is the third 

highest rating for any book read by the Book Club!  Ellen provided delicious 

black and white cream puffs along with soft drinks for dessert. 

At our next meeting on November 15, we will be discussing the book The 

Tenderness of Wolves, by Stef Penney.  The story is set in 1867, in the 

Northern Territory.  A trapper is brutally murdered.  Many of the local residents 

try to follow the tracks left by the killer into the freezing northern wilderness.  

They also try to find two sisters who have been missing for 17 years.  The 

author weaves adventure, suspense, and humor into an exhilarating thriller! 

The library group of the Book Club is attempting to integrate four new boxes of books stored in the 

Hennessey garage into the limited library space.  Jack met with committee members Arlyn Marshall 

http://www.fws.gov/northeast/easternneck
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and Alan Ettman, who recommended that we have a book giveaway in order to create space for 

newer books.  In accordance with this recommendation, we will be culling some of the older books 

for giveaway.  These books will be placed on the counter in the Craft Room the week of November 

14 where any resident may take them.  After two weeks, any books remaining will be donated to the 

Wye Church Book Fair. (Our county library does not want them.)  Any resident wishing to donate 

books to our library should leave them at the front desk.  They will be stored in Jack’s garage until 

they can be integrated into the system. 

In December, a copy of all books on hand that have been read by the Book Club will be placed in a 

separate section of the library.  A list of all books read by the Book Club, with their ratings, will be 

available for reference.  All books with a rating of 7.0 and higher are ―Recommended Reading.‖ 

 

SINGLES 
 December Happenings 

Singles will take a trip and will hold a Holiday Brunch Potluck in December.  

All SV Singles are cordially invited to both events. 

The trip is to the Victorian Tea being held by the Queen Anne’s County 

Historical Society on Saturday, December 10, at 2 p.m.  For details on the tea, 

see ―Victorian Tea‖ in Neighborhood News.  The Singles will meet in the 

Clubhouse parking lot promptly at 1:45 p.m. to carpool.  The cost is $25 per 

person.  There is an optional tour of a Victorian house next to the Library 

included in the cost of the tea.  The house will be open for touring noon to 1:30 p.m.  If you wish to 

attend with Singles, please sign up in the Activities Book no later than Saturday, December 3, and 

give Nancy a check made out to QAC Historical Society to reserve your place. 

The Holiday Brunch Potluck will be on Sunday, December 18, at 1 p.m. in the 

Grand Ballroom at the Clubhouse.  You can count on a wonderful meal, good 

fun, and excellent fellowship.  If you would like to attend this potluck, please 

sign up in the Activities Book and indicate what you will bring to share (entrée, 

vegetable, salad, ―other,‖ dessert, or paper goods).  Optionally, there will be a 

gift exchange—bring a wrapped gift valued at $5 or less and put it under the 

tree. 

 

SNEAKERS     
Sneakers Auction   

Our 7
th

 Annual Silent Auction was held on Saturday, November 5.  Over 200 residents, educators, 

and guests mingled and enjoyed the delicious food while they perused and bid on the myriad of 

items available.  In addition to the auction items, we also had four raffle items, as well as a new 

item, a ―Chinese Auction.‖  We were excited that, in spite of the economy, thanks to your 

generosity with bids on the auction items and individual donations, and the support of our sponsors 

(Caruso Homes, Queenstown Bank, Draper Brother Liquors, and [new this year] Kohls) we raised 

in excess of $9,000 for the charity’s programs.  We thank each and every one of you who helped 

with the preparation of the event, as well as the attendees who supported us with your purchases and 

donations.  Remember, if you were not successful in obtaining one of our many available items, you 

may still make a donation to Symphony Sneakers, a 501(c)3 charity.  
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Editor‟s Note:  Everyone I spoke to the night of the 

Sneaker’s Auction said all the past six Auctions were 

wonderful; however, they thought this Auction was the 

best yet.  Compliments don’t get any better than that.  In 

addition, I don’t think anyone in seven years has been as 

happy as Peggy Anderson was about winning one of the 

raffles.  Peggy and her husband, William, won the guitar 

made and signed by Paul Reed Smith; and they are very 

excited about giving this exceptional guitar to their 

grandson who is studying music in college.                                     

 

Book Giveaways  
Our first book giveaway at Kennard, ―Pastries for Parents,‖ went off very well.  We had a good 

group of volunteers, and the parents and children enjoyed receiving a free book and refreshments, 

followed by the children (hopefully) reading with their parents.  Our next activity is the all-school 

pre-holiday giveaway, scheduled for Tuesday, December 6.  Please be sure to sign up in the 

Activities Book.  We need help from 8:30 – 11:30 a.m., as the children have to read a page to an 

adult to ensure they have selected an appropriate book for their individual reading level. 

Santa Tree  
There are still gift items available on our Santa Tree.  The need in Centreville is 

very high this year as we have been asked by both elementary schools and the 

middle school to help supply Christmas presents for very needy families.  While 

they are anonymous to us, we have heard stories of these families that wrench your 

heart, so we are asking you to be generous and select an item or items from the 

tree, acquire and wrap them, and deliver them to the Clubhouse to be distributed to 

the schools.  There are instructions beside the tree with specifics regarding dates.  There are some 

higher priced items being requested (such as bikes, etc.), that could be purchased by several persons 

working together to share the cost.  Again, we thank you in advance for your generosity. 

Distribution of Canned Goods  
For the past several years, we have assisted Kennard Elementary School with their holiday canned 

food distribution.  The kids bring in canned goods to share with those less fortunate.  We have had a 

group of Symphony Village people who help sort, validate dates on the cans, and put the items in 

boxes for the needy families.  We usually need help from about 8:30 to 11:30 a.m. at the school.  At 

the present time, we have not been advised by the school when they will need our help.  We do not 

have a sign-up sheet, but we ask those who are available and able to come to the school to help.  We 

will let you know the date as soon as we know it.  

Next Meeting   
Our next scheduled meeting will be held Wednesday, November 30, at 3 p.m. in the Clubhouse.  

We will have the final accounting for this year’s auction at the meeting.  All residents of Symphony 

Village are warmly encouraged to join us and participate in our ongoing activities. 
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VOLUNTEERS IN ACTION 

Life on the Sidelines with the “QACHS Chain Gang” 
The Queen Anne's County High School Chain Gang, organized by Dave Peterson, has just 

completed its third successful season assisting the officiating crew on the sidelines.  The Chain 

Gang operates the ―chains‖ and down marker at all Freshman, Junior Varsity, and Varsity QACHS 

football games.  This enables parents of the players to watch their children play and not have to be 

recruited to work at the games.  Chain crews are an important, if overlooked, component of high 

school football.  Occasionally, the gang is called to bring the chains to the middle of the field for 

crucial first-down measurements.  Chain crew members are also in an awkward position.  They 

work on the visiting team's sideline, right in the midst of the opposing teams' players and coaches, 

so rooting is not allowed. However, from time to time you can see a grin or small fist pump when 

the QACHS Lions make a big play.  Until this year, the Lions varsity team had not lost a single 

game when the Chain Gang was present.  The Board of Education even honored the Chain Gang at 

a recent honors ceremony.  Carol Williamson, Superintendant of Queen Anne’s County Schools, 

presented ―Rising Star‖ 

certificates to each Chain 

Gang member.  Also, at the 

year-end Chain Gang Potluck 

Supper, QACHS Assistant 

Athletic Director John Haines 

thanked the gang and said 

that their work had lifted the 

high school's football 

program to the next level in 

professionalism.  While that 

may be true, the Chain Gang 

members enjoy the work so 

much (even in the rain) that 

they are already looking 

forward to the 2012 QACHS 

football season.  
Front row:  Mike King, Tom Kisker, Ira Ehrenfeld , Kevin Caico;  Second row:  Diane Briggs,  John Haines 

(Assistant Athletic Director);  Third row:  Dennis Marchi,  Dominick Mancinelli,  Skip Kornmeyer,   Dave 

Peterson  (Chain Gang Crew CEO),  Paul Blair,   Norm DiCarlantonio;   Back row:  Bob Farrar,  Ron Dillon,  

Rich Ryan   (Missing from photo but not from action: Tom Scull and Bob Offerman.) 

 

         SV Pool/Spa Operators 
It’s time again to acknowledge the wonderful job performed by our SV 

Pool/Spa Operators (PSOs).  Two of these SV residents, Marilyn Williams 

and Lloyd McAtee, have been volunteering since this program began in 

2006, and they also help with volunteer scheduling. The other current 

operators are John DiLaura, George Hughes, Doris Pullman, and Mary and 

Tom Scull.  Dennis Sesplankis is a certified PSO and is responsible for pool testing during his work 

week.  All PSOs had to attend a two-day training program and pass a test in order to receive their 

Queen Anne’s County PSO certification.  Taking care of the indoor and outdoor pools and spa is no 

small task.  Simply put, it requires taking readings three times each day to ensure the proper pool 
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chemistry, opening and closing the gates to the outdoor pool during summer months, and making 

sure ALL the sliding-glass doors to the indoor pool/spa area are closed and locked each evening.   

The PSOs certainly deserve a big “THANK YOU” for the work they do to keep the indoor and 

outdoor pools and spa working properly and safely. 

     Note:  Currently, we have a waiting list of prospective SV PSOs; but the person in charge of the       

     certification program has been unable to schedule a training program in over a year. 

   

HOA NEWS 
Come to the Clubhouse at 10 a.m. on Friday, November 18, have coffee and 

“Meet the Candidates.” 

 

NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS  

SV Hallowe’en Children’s Party  

The grandchildren’s Hallowe’en party on October  

22 was a huge success.  About 50 grandchildren 

and their grandparents participated and everyone 

had a great time.  We want to thank the people 

who helped us make this such a fun day.  Pat 

Scheirer did a great job as the Tattoo Artist, Bob 

Farrar took cute pictures; and the following 

persons helped with the games, crafts, and snack:  

Rochelle Ray, Judy Scully, Eleanor Streitman, 

Juana Ridgeway, Mary Lewis, Carol Hellman, 

Doug Cooke, Karen Werber,  Dave Peterson, 

Marilyn and Ed Williams, Loretta Quigley, 

Shirley Clark, Susan Donnelly, Melissa Sidebottom, Bea Trotta, and Cara Perticone.  Also 

Rochelle, Bob, Pat Kindle, and Jim Cooke helped with setup and decorating.  A special thanks to 

all SV residents who participated in our ―trick or treat parade.‖– Carlene Cooke and Linda Farrar 

 

File of Life - ‘Cause You Never Know . . .   

Recently a neighbor needed to be taken to the hospital by ambulance.  Before the 

unit could leave his house, however, an EMT had to obtain some basic 

information – his doctor’s name, a list of existing medical conditions, and, most 

importantly, a list of his medications – including dosages.  In the emotional swirl 

of the situation, it was difficult to remember all of this information.  How much easier it would 

have been had he had a “File of Life” on the side of his refrigerator. 

A ―File of Life‖ is a form that lists your emergency contacts, medical data (medications, blood type, 

etc.), medical conditions, allergies, and medical insurance information.  Once the form is 

completed, you slip it into its red plastic magnet holder and put it on the side of your refrigerator.  

Emergency personnel are trained to look for the files there.  If you have one, the first responders 
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simply take it with you to the hospital because it provides the background information that medical 

personnel need to begin caring for you quickly.  In an emergency situation, this is critical! 

Fortunately, everyone in the Village can obtain a free ―File of Life‖ from George Drake, 410-758-

8266.  Get a file for each person in your household from George and fill them out.  You also might 

want to consider making a few extra copies of the insert.  Put one in your car’s glove compartment 

for each person in your home.  If you’re a traveler, perhaps put one in your carry-on luggage.  

  Do it today…‟cause you never know!          --  Eleanor Strietman 

Disaster Preparedness Classes 

Free Training Classes in Disaster Preparedness.  Classes include:  Family 

Safety, Basic First Aid, CPR, Use of the AED (Automated External 

Defibrillator), Creating Emergency Supply Kits, Fire Safety, Disaster 

Preparedness, and Light Search and Rescue.  This course could lead to 

Certification in a Community Emergency Response Team (CERT). 

Contact George Drake, 410-758-8266, for registration information. 

 

Tots’ Toy Box – Toys Needed 
The Queen Anne’s County Historical Society will have a car in Centreville’s Holiday 

Parade on December 2.  The theme of the parade is Toys for Tots.  The Historical 

Society’s theme is Tots’ Toy Box.  The goal is to fill the car’s back seat (it’s a 

convertible and the top will be down) with new unwrapped toys before the parade.  All 

these toys will then be donated to the U. S. Marine Corps’ Toys for Tots campaign at 

the parade’s conclusion, and the toys will be distributed in Centreville and the 

surrounding area.  If you would like to donate any toys, please drop them off between 

November 1 and December 1 at Ellen Norman’s house, 210 Orchestra Place.  The Historical 

Society is collecting toys throughout Centreville and QAC.  Thank you for your support! 

 

Victorian Tea 
The Queen Anne’s County Historical Society will hold a Victorian Tea on Friday, 

December 10, 2 – 4 p.m., at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church Hall in Centreville.  The 

Tea will feature four kinds of sandwiches, scones with clotted cream and jam, 

three desserts, unlimited tea, a guided tour of one of Centreville's most cherished 

Victorian homes, and a Christmas traditions presentation by QACHS Executive 

Director, Jason Illari.  Reserve your $25 per person ticket(s) by contacting the 

Historical Society at 410-758-3010 or by emailing info@qachistory@org and by then sending your 

check, payable to QAC Historical Society, to the office at QACHS, P. O. Box 62, Centreville, 

Maryland 21617. 

 

Annual Holiday Concert 
Date:        Sunday, December 4, 2011, 4 p.m. 

Location: The Todd Performing Arts Center at Chesapeake College, Wye Mills, MD 

Artistic Director, Robert Huntington, has carefully selected a joyous mix of secular and sacred 

pieces such as ―Jesus, Oh What A Wonderful Child‖ by Lloyd Larson, ―There’s No Place Like 

Home For the Holidays‖ by Al Stillman and Robert Allen, Stanley Hoffman’s ―Land of Crystal 

Dreams,‖ ―Grown Up Christmas List‖ by David Foster and Linda Jenner, ―Noel Tidings‖ by Ed 

Lojeski, and the often requested and popular, ―Nutcracker Jingles‖ by James Pierpont.  Another pair 

mailto:qachistorical@verizon.net
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of selections that compare and contrast two composers with different musical styles are taken from 

a popular English carol of 1883, ―Tomorrow Shall Be My Dancing Day.‖  This piece was arranged 

by John Gardner in 1966, and Michael Larkin adapted his version of the same in 1998.  

Interestingly, the lyrics of this carol progress through the story of Jesus, told in his own voice. 

Always an interactive program, there will be traditional sing-along selections for the audience, 

which are sure to put them further into the holiday spirit.  Along with Chorale accompanist Cindy 

Bidinotto-Slate, a lively combo will add another dimension to select pieces for a thoroughly joyous 

musical experience.  (Note:  The concert venue is handicapped accessible.) 

Cost of tickets is $15 for adults and children through high school are admitted free. 

Tickets are now available for sale at the SV Clubhouse.  See Nancy Griffith. 

For more information, call or email Kathryn Marchi, 410-758- 3183, marchi-wre@mris.com.  

 

Billy Elliot – TheMusical 

Tickets are available for the show Billy Elliot – The Musical at the Kennedy 

Center on Wednesday, January 11, 2012.  The cost will be $155 round trip by 

bus, which will include 1
st
 Tier theater seats for the 1:30 matinee, a tour of the 

Kennedy Center, and dinner at the Broadneck Grill in Annapolis. If interested, 

please contact Martha, Silvestri Tours, at 410-974-0056. 

     

Who’s WHO? 

Have you found yourself getting some SV neighbors confused because they look so much like 

another neighbor?  Well, Mary Ciesielski has.  Mary has taken photos (with their permission) of 

neighbors she thinks look alike.  What do you think?  Pictured below in alphabetical order are Doug 

Dewhirst, Judy Fisher, Judy Majeskie, and Bill Shellenberger.  Do you know Who’s Who?   Do you 

know of some other SV look-alikes?  Send pictures to Carol Hodges  (lhodges@atlanticbb.net).                                  

 

American Red Cross Blood Drive      

The American Red Cross is holding a blood drive at the Kent Island Methodist 

Church on Saturday, December 3, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Please call Jack 

Hennessey at 410-758-4872 to schedule your life-saving donation.  All 

participants receive a gift. 

mailto:marchi-wre@mris.com
mailto:lhodges@atlanticbb.net
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Christmas Train Layout 
Hear Ye, Hear Ye!  Calling all kids 1 to 102 years old.  Again this year, you are welcome to 

come and enjoy a Christmas train layout at Paul and Kay Blair’s home (133 Encore Court, 410-758-

2119) and at Larry and Betty Gingerich’s home (355 Overture Way, 410-758-3102).  Our homes 

will be open to visitors on Saturdays and Sundays from 2 – 4 p.m. beginning Saturday, December 

10, through Sunday, January 1.  Please call before coming.  If these times do not work for visiting 

families, call and we will try to accommodate your needs.  At the Blair home, Santa’s helper (aka 

Kay) will have cookie treats for all good girls and boys. 

 

RESTAURANT REVIEW 

          Carmine’s NY Pizza Kitchen              By Karin Anne Larsen 

What happened to Squisito’s, a popular Restaurant on Kent Island for more than a decade?  

Carmine’s N.Y. Pizza Kitchen happened.  Emerging a year ago, this new restaurant incorporates the 

delicious food of Squisito’s and expands the authentic tastes of Italy even further.  The 

―incorporator ―and owner is Genaro Dibenedetto, originally from Monte di Procida, Italy, which is 

about ten miles west of Naples.  Mr. Dibenedetto is a former owner of Squisito’s which opened in 

1998 and was popular on Kent Island for more than a decade.  A talented cook, he designed this 

new menu, and did you know that he helped design the menu of another popular restaurant, Four 

Seasons?  Carmine’s has gotten an interior makeover, exuding a ―fresh baked and warm‖ kitchen 

atmosphere.  Is this coincidental, since the word carmine means pigment of bright red color or a 

strong to vivid red?  In a sensory way, this is how Carmine’s makes me feel when sampling their 

rich sauces and pastas.  Because of the consistently fresh and delicious food, you will really enjoy 

eating here.     

The Dinner menu, served from 4 p.m. until closing, offers13 different appetizers ranging from $3.99 

to $8.99.  Try the Toasted Ravioli or Mussels Fra Diavola and taste fresh mussels sautéed in spicy 

marinara sauce with garlic crostini, or Carmine’s Sampler which consists of bruschetta, fried 

calamari, toasted ravioli, and jalapeño poppers.  Don’t forget to sample the four different types of 

wings.  You can have Sweet BBQ, Chesapeake, Parmesan Garlic or Buffalo.  But if you just want 

a delicious soup, there are four to try.  A favorite of mine is Italian Wedding.  Carmine’s lets you 

choose from nine different delicious salads ranging from $4.50 to $7.99.  You may like my favorite 

Sinatra Salmon Salad consisting of field greens, red roasted peppers, pineapple, chunks of 

cranberry sauce, gorgonzola, French fries, balsamic vinaigrette, and fresh broiled salmon filet.  

Let’s not stop now.  There are 17 different Bella Pasta dishes.  One favorite is the Salsiccia 

Florentine consisting of Italian sausage, spinach, red peppers, marinara sauce, and penne pasta for 

$9.99.  Or try one of over 14 fresh hand-tossed 14" to 16" pizzas ranging from $10.99 to $16.99. 

 Maybe your taste is more aligned with the eight different Classico Italiano dishes served with 

angel hair pasta.  There are three chicken dishes, three veal dishes, and 12 different Seafood Italiano 

dishes ranging from $11.99 to $14.99.  If you are watching your food intake, do try the six different 
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Healthy Choices especially the yummy Shrimp and Scallops Primavera consisting of shrimp, 

scallops, zucchini, red roasted peppers, olive oil, garlic sauce, and angel hair pasta.  

Okay, what don’t I like you may ask?  Let’s see.  The staff is always professional and friendly, the 

food is freshly prepared and served hot and delicious, and I don’t have to cook!  What’s not to like?  

See you at Carmine’s N.Y. Pizza Kitchen.  Don’t forget to say hi to owner Genaro Dibenedetto and 

his managers: Martin by day and Armando in the evenings. 

Carmine‟s N.Y. Pizza Kitchen,  2126 DiDonato Drive, Chester, MD 21619  (410-604-2123) 

info@carminesnypizzakitchen.com, to view lunch and dinner menus online 

 

RECIPE      

 Easy Pumpkin Mini-Cakes 
    from the kitchen of Karin Anne Larsen 

1 (15 ounce) can of 100% pure pumpkin  
1 (18 ounce) box spice cake mix 

3 eggs 

1/3 cup water 

1/3 cup oil 

In mixing bowl, blend all ingredients.  Beat for 2 minutes. 

Pour batter into 24 paper-lined muffin cups.  Fill each cup three-fourths full. 

Bake at 350 degrees for 18 to 20 minutes or until toothpick inserted in center comes out clean. 

(If you want a sweeter cupcake, frost with prepared icing.)                              

         

                                  LOCAL EVENTS              by Linda Blume 

NOTE:  There are too many Local Events this month to include all of them in the Libretto.  The entire list 

appears on the SV Website, and we will put a hard copy of the complete list in the Libretto Binder that is 

located in the Wall Street room of the Clubhouse.  Also, if you do not have a computer, Nancy at the 

Clubhouse can print a hard copy of the complete list of Local Events from the website for you. 

Polar Bear League 

The Blue Heron Golf Course is starting a Polar Bear League this fall.  The 

league will meet every Tuesday at 10 a.m. from November 8 through March 

20.  The league is for men and women of all abilities and all ages.  There is a 

discounted players’ fee collected each week, but there is no annual league 

fee.  There will be tournaments held once a month and skill prizes each week.  

For more information, contact eric@blueherongolf.org. (QAC Tourism) 

 

2
nd

 Annual Christmas Craft/Vendor Fair 

Chesapeake Cats and Dogs will hold a Christmas Craft/Vendor Fair on Saturday, 

November 19, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. at the Kent Island Elks Lodge 2569 on Route 8 in 

Stevensville.  (Shore Update)  

 

 

mailto:info@carminesnypizzakitchen.com
http://www.symphonyvillage.net/villagehoa/hoa/newsevents/index.html
mailto:eric@blueherongolf.org
http://www.discoverqueenannes.com/
http://www.shoreupdate.com/calendar/event.php?calendar=1&category=&event=13323&date=2011-11-19
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Holiday Boat Parade 

This year’s Holiday Boat Parade through Kent Narrows will take place on 

November 19, 6 – 8 p.m.  Boats will start on the south side of the Narrows and 

do two circles through the Narrows.  There will be an after party for participants 

at the Harris Crab House.  Prizes will be awarded. (QAC Tourism) 

Lights on the Bay 

Don't miss this spectacular drive-through holiday lights show at Sandy Point 

State Park on the Chesapeake Bay, November 19 – January 1.  Each winter 

new exhibits are featured, as well as the ever popular Dino-lights, Winter Fairy 

Tale, Teddy Bear, and Maryland-themed light displays. Proceeds benefit the 

Anne Arundel Medical Center.  Admission is $14 per car. (Annapolis Events) 

 

500 Years of Music for Guitar with Peter Griggs 

Internationally renowned guitarist Peter Griggs presents a chronological repertoire of 

guitar music from Renaissance to the Contemporary on Sunday,November 20, 4 – 7 

p.m. at the Old Wye Church in Wye Mills.  The program will include pieces by 

Dowland, Bach, Mateo Carcassi, Django Reinhart, and Baden Powell as well as 

Spanish Flamenco and Brazilian music.  (QAC Tourism)  

 

Holiday Gift Boutique 

Kent Island Federation of Arts in Stevensville presents their Holiday Gift Boutique on 

November 25 – December 23.  There will be original artwork, jewelry, crafts, and 

many one-of-a-kind items for sale.  Open Wednesday – Saturday, 1 – 4 p.m.  (KIFA) 

 

Holiday Basket/Bag Bingo 

Chesapeake Cats and Dogs Holiday Basket/Bag Bingo will take place on 

Sunday, November 27 at the Kent Island American Legion.  Doors open at 

noon and games begin at 2 p.m.  There will be 20 regular bingo games and 

three specials, door prizes, 50-50, adoptable animals, Chinese Auction, food, 

and baked goods.  Tickets are $20 in advance, $25 at the door.  Bring two pet 

food items to donate and receive an extra door prize ticket.  To reserve 

tickets, call 410-643-9955.  Chesapeake Cats and Dogs is a non-profit organization.  (Basket Bingo)  

 

Christmas Toy Show 

The Queen Anne’s County 4-H Park Christmas Toy Show will take place on 

December 2-3, at the 4-H Park in Centreville.  There will be farm toys, trucks, 

Hess, NASCAR, trains, and much more.  Hours on Friday are 6 – 9 p.m., and on 

Saturday, 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.  Admission is $3 and benefits the Queen Anne’s County 

4-H.  (QAC Tourism) 

 

Annual Centreville Christmas Parade 

The Town Of Centreville’s Christmas Parade will take place on Friday, 

December 2, 6:30 – 9 p.m. This year’s theme is ―Toys for Tots.‖  The parade 

will leave from Queen Anne’s County High School, proceed on Kidwell to 

Commerce Street, left on Broadway, and end at the Board of Education 

building.  (Town of Centreville) 

 

http://www.qac.org/default.aspx?pageid=1231&template=3&PageLevel=2&toplevel=34&cid=76
http://www.visitannapolis.org/media/calendar-of-events/index.aspx
http://www.qac.org/default.aspx?pageid=1231&template=3&PageLevel=2&toplevel=34&cid=76
http://www.kifa.us/Home_Page.html
http://pub15.bravenet.com/calendar/viewevent.php?usernum=1203484294&y=2011&m=11&d=27&id=282801
http://www.qac.org/default.aspx?pageid=1231&template=3&PageLevel=2&toplevel=34&cid=76
http://www.townofcentreville.org/
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16
th

 Annual Heck with the Malls! 

The QAC Arts Council (QACAC) sponsors ―Heck with the Malls!‖ on 

Saturday, December 3,  9 a.m. – 2 p.m.  Experience holiday shopping at its 

best with artists, artisans and fine crafters, and a town-wide open house.  You’ll 

see hand-crafted soaps and lotions, artisan-created fashions for people and pets, 

jewelry, one-of-a-kind purses, holiday ornaments, gouache paintings, 

photography, sea glass mosaics, ceramics, wildlife carvings, wood sculpture, 

home accessories, and book signings. Downtown Centreville merchants will have extra discounts 

and refreshments for holiday shoppers. Find QACAC artisans at two locations: The Centre for the 

Arts and at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church.  (QAC Arts Council)  

 

Historic House Open House during “Heck with the Malls!” 

Wright’s Chance will be open 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. during the QAC Arts Council’s 

―Heck with Malls!‖ on Saturday, December 3.  Docents will lead tours of 

Wright’s Chance, where there will also be a special holiday quilt show on display.  

In the front yard, handmade wreaths and bows, as well as special holiday gift shop 

items, will be for sale.  For more information, call 410-758-3010. 

 

Concert: Handel‟s Messiah and other Selections 

The Easton Choral Arts Society will present the Christmas portion of Handel’s Messiah 

and other selections on December 3 (8 p.m.) and on December 4 (3 p.m.) at the Avalon 

Theatre in Easton.  Tickets are $16 adults, $14 seniors, free to students.  For tickets, 

contact Jane or Bob Rundall, 410-758-0228, jnrundall@gmail.com. (Jane Rundall) 

 

A Celebration of Winter 

Ring in the holiday season with a full day of cheer at Adkins Arboretum on 

December 3.  Festivities begin with the Holiday Wreath Sale, offering unique 

hand-crafted wreaths and assorted greenery.  Workshops featuring the Arboretum’s 

signature holiday swags [see Swags below], natural topiary, and hand-mixed winter 

birdfeed will be offered throughout the day.  In the evening, enjoy a celebration of 

light, music, and fellowship at „Tis the Season Holiday Evening .  [See below]. 

 

Creating a Holiday Wildlife Tree  

Join Children’s Program Coordinator Jenny Houghton at Adkins Arboretum 

on December 3, 10 – 11:30 a.m., in making natural ornaments designed to 

welcome wildlife.  We will make raisin icicles, birdseed baskets, cranberry 

wreaths, suet pinecones, and more to make your outdoor tree festive and 

inviting to hungry creatures. All materials are provided; participants will 

create a variety of ornaments to take home. The workshop will close with 

hot chocolate and a holiday reading.  The cost is members: $12 per adult, $20 per family; and non-

members: $15 per adult, $25 per family.  Pre-register at Create a Holiday Wildlife Tree.  The 

program will take place at the Adkins Arboretum Nursery. 

 

Holiday Decorating Workshop  

Join an Adkins Arboretum docent and garden designer on December 3, 10 a.m. – 

noon, to create beautiful natural decorations for the holidays.  Participants will 

make an elegant table centerpiece from fresh greens of cedar, pine, boxwood, and 

other natural materials and create an indoor wreath of dried statice and nature’s 

http://www.arts4u.info/pages/events.html
mailto:jnrundall@gmail.com
http://www.adkinsarboretum.org/programs_events/special_events/title/a-celebration-of-winter-december-3
https://adkinsarboretumorg.presencehost.net/programs_events/event_calendar.html/event/2011/12/03/creating-a-holiday-wildlife-tree
https://adkinsarboretumorg.presencehost.net/programs_events/event_calendar.html/event-form/creating-a-holiday-wildlife-tree/2298
https://adkinsarboretumorg.presencehost.net/programs_events/event_calendar.html/event/2011/12/03/holiday-decorating-workshop
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ornaments.  All supplies will be provided, but if you have a special container in mind for the table 

centerpiece, please bring it.  Bring a sturdy box or basket to carry home your creations.  The cost is 

$35 members, $45 non-members.  Pre-register at Holiday Workshop. 

Swags  
Create your own Adkins Arboretum signature swag on December 3, 1 – 4 

p.m.  Participants will be guided through the construction and design process.  

All necessary natural greens, materials, and tools will be provided, but feel 

free to bring any additional ornamentation that you may like to include on 

your own creation.  The cost is $35 members, $45 non-members.  Pre-register at Swags Workshop.  

The program will take place in the greenhouse at the nursery complex. 

 

'Tis the Season Holiday Evening  
Enjoy a celebration of lights, music, and sweet and savory fare on December 3 

at Adkins Arboretum, 6 – 9 p.m.  Guests will take guided walks to sing carols 

along luminaria-lit woodland paths, stopping to sip hot cider by a roaring 

bonfire. The Delmarva Stargazers will uncover the mysteries of the winter sky, 

and horse-drawn wagon rides around the Arboretum’s meadows will take you 

back in time. These traditional holiday festivities promise a magical and 

memorable evening.  The cost for members: $45 adult, $75 couple, $100 family, 

$15 child; and for non-members: $60 adult, $100 couple, $125 family, $15 child.  

There is an additional fee for horse and wagon rides.  Reserve tickets at Holiday Evening Tickets. 

 

Old-Fashioned Christmas 

Enjoy an old-fashioned Christmas at the Sudlersville Train Station Museum on 

December 3 and December 10, 10 a.m.– 2 p.m. each day.  There will be 

running model trains and refreshments.  (QAC Tourism) 

 

 

Festival of Trains 

The Queen Anne’s Railroad Society sponsors a Festival of Trains on 

December 3-4 and 10 – 11, noon – 5 p.m., at the Kent Narrows Outlet Mall 

in Chester.  Admission is free; donations are welcome.  There will be light 

refreshments and a visit from Santa.  (Festival of Trains) 

 

Annual Holiday Concert 

The Queen Anne's Chorale will present their Annual Holiday Concert on Sunday, 

December 4, 4 – 7 p.m., at the Todd Performing Arts Center at Chesapeake 

College.  Bring the entire family and get in the spirit of the season with a joyous 

mix of secular and sacred pieces, traditional sing-along selections, and a lively combo.  Tickets are 

$15 for adults; children through high school are admitted free of charge. (QAC Tourism) 

 

Home for the Holidays – A World War II Broadcast Concert 

From the early 1930s through the 1960s, big bands were a powerful presence 

in the world of jazz and popular music. Names like Benny Goodman, Artie 

Shaw, and Duke Ellington were the music stars of those days.  The voices of 

Bing Crosby, The Andrew Sisters, and Nat King Cole brought listeners and 

dancers into their music with style and grace.  Many of the now familiar 

https://adkinsarboretumorg.presencehost.net/programs_events/event_calendar.html/event-form/holiday-decorating-workshop/2299
https://adkinsarboretumorg.presencehost.net/programs_events/event_calendar.html/event/2011/12/03/swags
https://adkinsarboretumorg.presencehost.net/programs_events/event_calendar.html/event-form/swags/2300
https://adkinsarboretumorg.presencehost.net/programs_events/event_calendar.html/event/2011/12/03/-tis-the-season-holiday-evening
https://adkinsarboretumorg.presencehost.net/programs_events/event_calendar.html/event-form/-tis-the-season-holiday-evening/2303
http://www.qac.org/default.aspx?pageid=1231&template=3&PageLevel=2&toplevel=34&cid=76
http://www.qarrs.org/joomla/index.php/qarrs-calendar-google
http://www.qachorale.org/
http://www.qac.org/default.aspx?pageid=1231&template=3&PageLevel=2&toplevel=34&cid=76


15 

 

holiday songs that we hear every year came from this era. The Brooks Tegler Big Band brings these 

classic songs to life on December 4 with a show format based on the annual AFRS Transcription 

Nationwide radio shows that relayed "live" selections from nightclubs and theaters all around the 

nation.  The performance is at 7 p.m. at the Maryland Hall for the Creative Arts in Annapolis.  

Tickets are $25.  Purchase tickets at Maryland Hall Tickets.   (Maryland Hall for the Creative Arts)  

 

Basketry:  Free-form Basket 

Make a free-form rimmed basket on Thursday, December 8, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m., at 

Adkins Arboretum.  The basket will be made using wild jasmine vine and natural 

and dyed rattan using traditional melon basket technique.  This functional, colorful, 

one-of-a-kind basket can be used as a serving piece or as art sculpture.  Bring a 

lunch, basin or small tub, clippers, awl, and jackknife, and join the fun! The cost is 

$45 members, $55 non-members.  Pre-register at Basket. 

 

Enchanted Campground Driving Tour 

Take a relaxing ride through the festive twinkling lights around the campground 

at Martinak State Park on December 10-31, 6 – 9 p.m.  The event is free, but a 

box will be set up to collect monetary donations for Caroline County Hospice. 

(Caroline Tourism) 

 

Santa‟s Magic Workshop 

Have a great time making decorations and crafts on December 10, 11, and 17 at 

Santa’s Magic Workshop at the Nature Center at Martinak State Park, 4 – 7 p.m. 

each day.  You can also visit Santa, see the train garden, enjoy tasty goodies and hot 

chocolate, and take a hayride through the park’s Enchanted Campground.  Visitors 

are asked to bring one canned good which will be donated to St. Martin’s Barn in 

Ridgely as their admission to the program.  (Caroline Tourism) 

2
nd

 Annual Pet Pictures with Santa 

QAC Animal Services will hold ―Pet Pictures with Santa‖ on Saturday, December 10, 

10 a.m. – 2 p.m., at the Animal Services building in Queenstown.  Photos will be 

taken with dogs, cats, other pets, children, and/or the whole family!  Cost: $5 per 

photo; $5 for a high resolution CD of photos; and $10 for both photo and CD.  

Auction and bake sale items will also be available.  (Pet Pictures)  

 

New York City Day Trip 

Queen Anne’s County Parks and Recreation will host a bus trip to New York City 

on December 10.  You’ll have the day on your own to shop or just enjoy the sights 

and holiday decorations.  The cost is $65 per person and includes round-trip 

transportation.  For trip details and to register, go to QAC Parks and Rec.  The 

program number is 303002.  
 

REMINDER:  Go to the SV Website to see all 83 Local Events, 3 Continuing Events, and 23 Events 

Outside the Four- County Area. 

 

          

http://tickets.marylandhall.org/eventcategory.asp?c=52
http://www.marylandhall.org/
https://adkinsarboretumorg.presencehost.net/programs_events/event_calendar.html/event/2011/12/08/basketry-free-form-basket
https://adkinsarboretumorg.presencehost.net/programs_events/event_calendar.html/event-form/basketry-free-form-basket/2302
http://www.tourcaroline.com/events.shtml
http://www.tourcaroline.com/events.shtml
http://queenannesanimalservices.com/upcoming-events/
http://www.parksnrec.org/trips-and-events.html
http://www.symphonyvillage.net/villagehoa/hoa/newsevents/index.html
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  TRIVIA ANSWERS                    by  Karin Larsen 

 1. Sarah Hall, who was the editor of the woman’s magazine, “Godey’s Lady’s Book,” wrote to 

Congress over a period of many years, petitioning for Thanksgiving to be made into a 

national holiday. 

 2.  Turkey is said to have come from the Hebrew work “Tukki” which means parrot or fowl. 

 3. The Wampamoags  Their Chief was Massasoit. 

 4. Approximately 300 million each year  

 5.   The first meal eaten on the moon was a Thanksgiving feast celebrated with a turkey and all 

 the trimmings by astronauts Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin.  

 6.   Males are called Toms, and females are called Hens.  

 7. Twenty-eight days 

                   

            

     SPECIAL REMINDERS 

 Clubhouse phone number for Nancy or Dennis:  410-758-8500 

 Dennis Sesplankis’ email:  dsesplankis@legumnorman.com 

 Nancy Griffith’s email:  symphonyclub@verizon.net.  

 Caruso Warranty Office: 301-461-0277, ext. 211 

 Trash Collection and Recycling: Bates Trucking,  301-733-2069 

 Bulk Pick-up and Yard Waste:  410-758-1180—Yard waste is picked up on 

                           Mondays without a phone call. (Occasionally, it may be picked up on Tuesdays.) 

 

mailto:dsesplankis@legumnorman.com
mailto:symphonyclub@verizon.net


New New 

The Cutting Room announces 
Dawn McClyment!  

 
 
 

Professional licensed hairdresser, 
Dawn McClyment,  joins Christy 
Marciniak at The Cutting Room,  
115 E Water St., Monday and 
Wednesday 9-5 (later hours by 
appt) and every other Saturday.  

 

  

Walk-ins encouraged!  
Appointments appreciated!   

Call Dawn directly for an appointment  

at 410-310-3282 or stop by.   
As always, you can call the shop at 
410-758-2424 for an appointment 

with Christy or Dawn!   
Now open 6 days a week! 







 Expires 11/30/11  Expires 11/30/11 

 Expires 11/30/11 

12/31/11 

 Expires 11/30/11 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING 




